Introduction.
Studies on artificial reproduction in European eels have been undertaken since the 1930s, and many attempts were initially made to accelerate sexual maturation in males (Fontaine, 1936) , resulting in the obtention of fully mature male eels (Boetius and Boetius, 1967 ; Meske and Cellarius, 1973 ; Bieniarz and Epler, 1977) .
A much more difficult problem was to accelerate sexual maturity in female eels. The first to obtain fully ripe eggs of European eels were Fontaine et at. (1964) , Villani and Lumare (1975) , Boetius and Boetius (1976 Yamuchi and Yamamoto (1974) and Jalabert (1976 
